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A momentous year!
"This Conservation Group is now 21, and has had a momentous 
year".  At the AGM on 6th November, the Chairman, David Allott 
congratulated members on several substantial achievements.  Large 
areas of the Beacon have been impressively improved, while the 
Group's projected income for the current year has increased from a 

typical £570 in 2011 to £4,500  
now.  A staggering eight-fold 
increase!  This has come at the 
price of increased work party 
loads and the need to change the 
condition of specific areas from 
'unfavourable' to  'favourable' in 
compliance with the specification 
in Ellie Phillips' 120+ page (A4) 

Implementation Plan, for the ten year Higher Level Stewardship 
scheme that Selina Blow (owner of Painswick Beacon - the Common) 
signed up to in 2010/11.
   Grateful recognition was made to the large number of volunteer 
members, Cotswold Wardens, Stroud Valley Project, and Golf Course 
employees who helped to double the work output. And thanks to 
Committee Member, Polly Lillico, who organised our summer 
Butterfly Walk. Top of the list for thanks were the Watts family of 
Hardwicke.  They brought the lovely Gloucester cattle to graze our 
paddocks, 1, 2 and 3.  They also taught us how to chase them up and 
down a paddock when their cattle were disinclined to enter the waiting 
trailer. Also, special thanks to the AONB's Sustainability Fund, the 
Summerfield Trust, and "Plantlife" (on behalf of No. 1 London Gin) 
for their contributions of £3,500+, £1,000 and £1,000 respectively.  
This crucial  money enabled the group to purchase tools, training, 
protective clothing, fencing equipment, and to begin an extensive 
restoration of Long Quarry to encourage more flowers and butterflies, 
as well as creating areas where Painswick's  record number of Junipers 
can be increased. The hundred or so large pine trees to be removed 
from Long Quarry are going for chipping and drying before being 
burnt for heating on a local Estate.  It is pleasing to know that the 
tons of carbon captured by the pine needles over 40 or more years is 
being put to good use.  The Beacon's trees are "consuming" Carbon 
Dioxide daily.
   Looking ahead, there are  five work parties in December;  the regular 
work parties on Saturdays 7th and 21st, plus the ad hoc one on the 
14th, and also joint ones with the Cotswold Wardens on 3rd and 17th.  
The Long Quarry and other areas need to be 'practically complete' 
by the end of December to comply with the terms of their payments.  
Volunteers are always welcome; please contact our Secretary/
Treasurer, David Little on 813734.  As our Treasurer/Secretary he 
reported that the finances are sound, £1,200 is in reserve, (for possible 
republication of the A5 Booklet  "Painswick  Beacon and Popes 
Wood", only 3 copies are left). And the annual £286 from Natural 
England (via Selina Blow), for maintenance of three areas is imminent.  
A pleasant surprise was a donation of £500 (matched by another £500 
from an anonymous donor) in recognition of help received (and more 
promised) with the required landscaping of Catbrain Quarry.  Sadly, as 

last winter went on and on, most of the plants transplanted to the 
quarry boundary, - to kickstart the landscaping - perished.  More 
planting will take place after 25th November - a much surer time 
to move trees, shrubs etc. - to advance the new planting schedule 
being prepared by Paul Hackman of Natural  England to replace 
the one by Stroud District Council  Planners, containing  (to me) 
a curious selection of  trees.
   Looking ahead, there are ambitious plans to use the new 
income to pay for quality training in the use of chainsaws and 
applying killer chemicals to minimise regrowth of unwanted 
trees.  If you, or some agile, responsible young person that you 
know,  would like to join in the group's work activities, free 
training could be on offer. "Free" firewood and manure are now 
available to those who help us!  We have some hardwood trees to 
remove; and now that  the grazing Gloucesters have gone home 
to Hardwicke, please collect remaining dung pats for your roses!  
We are expected to reduce the fertility of many Beacon areas.  
Taking N, P and K to your garden surely qualifies?

David Allott      Acting Chairman

The "Slashers" have been 
meeting regularly to take out 
many of the self-sown pines 
and ash.  This is opening up 
some of the limestone grassland 
slopes for regeneration of the 
native flora, including especially 
cowslips and junipers.  
   There have been cattle in 
three paddocks this year to 
graze down the grass and  to 
enable other plants to flourish.  
A rota of "Cattle Checkers" has 
maintained a daily watch on the 
condition of the cows, fences, 
food and water supplies.

Joyce Barrus,
PBCG Committee Member.

A Slashers and Burners Morning

There are many aspects of Painswick Beacon that make it special.  
Painswickians are fortunate to live close to such a place.  One aspect 
is the open and ancient grassland which has retained a richness of 
wild flowers and wildlife so that it merited inclusion within  
the Cotswold Commons and Beechwoods SSSI (Site of 
Special Scientific Interest).  Much of the Beacon is now 
managed under a Higher Level Stewardship agreement, 
an agri-environmental scheme administered by Natural 
England.  In the past the common has been grazed by sheep 
and cattle. The Beacon, if left unmanaged, would become 
scrub and eventually woodland; and the fantastic views 
would be impaired.   One of the main aims of the Painswick 
Beacon Conservation Group is to keep the Beacon "special".

Keeping Painswick Beacon 
special

Felled Trees    Photos by Peter Llewellyn


