
 

 PAINSWICK BEACON CONSERVATION GROUP 
 
The Minutes of the 20th Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 6th 

November 2013 at 7.30pm in the Church Rooms, Painswick.  

The Chairman, David Allott, welcomed the 31 people in attendance. 

Apologies for absence have been received from: Lilla McGrory, Peter & 

Jane Rowe, Gwen Welch, Stephen Wesley, Hugh & Carol Ross, John Jukes, 
Terry Parker, Terry Lockwood, Polly Lillico and Dave Burwell, 

 

The Minutes of the AGM for 2012 were summarised and acceptance  

proposed by Rita Bishop, seconded by Joyce Barrus and endorsed by the 

meeting. Matters arising would be dealt with during the meeting. 

 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented.  

Membership income has increased to  £185 (37 at £5).  

Projected income, under the HLS scheme, for grazing and scrub clearance, 

due in the financial year, was not received due to amendments being made  

to the Implementation Plan and uncompleted work in some areas. This 

should be resolved early in the new year. 

The ‘Juniper Project’ grant of £1,000, from No 3 London Gin, via Plant Life, 

funded much of the work in the ‘Long Quarry.’  

Main expenditure  was on Repairs, spares and fuel (£421.90) 

and fencing supplies, for the 4 paddocks (£622.86). 

 

Acceptance  of the report  was proposed by Peter Minnis and seconded by 

Ros Harris.  

 

The Chairman’s Report was presented. A copy is available. 

Summarising, he referred to areas of activity over the past year including:-  

A joint meeting with Painswick Bird Club in April: A walk with members of 

Butterfly Conservation, led by Polly Lillico, in July: Our team WON the 

village Quiz. 

In particular, in addition to our usual mainly scrub clearing activities, the 

‘Plantlife Juniper Project’, involving professional assistance to remove a 

large number of big  (non-native) pines and broadleaved trees. Many 

volunteer hours, including those of Cotswold Wardens and Stroud Valley 

Project volunteers, assisted to remove scrub and open up the Long Quarry, 

where five  new ’scrapes’ will be created and previously harvested Juniper 

seed sown. 



Grazing Following the departure of the Natural Trust’s Belties last year, 

which would not be available again, hopes were raised on arrival, in 

February,  of three Dartmoor ponies, walked over from Slad, to Paddock 2.   

Sadly, following several incidents of meddling and vandalism to fencing 

and watering, they soon had to be returned to Slad. 

After a short period, contact with Richard and (son) Matt Watts led to 5 

young Gloucester heifers being delivered to Paddock 2. 

Subsequently their aunts and cousins came and transformed Paddock 3. 

Meddling and malicious damage to posts, fencing, bowsers and troughs has 

still been a problem, but mostly when paddocks were empty and fencer 

was turned off. 

Mike Hoey, (Painswick Golf Club) is hoping to be successful to obtain a 

grant from BIFFA to provide a permanent water supply to all paddocks 

before grazing recommences. 

A big thankyou for Joyce Barrus and her team for daily checks to cattle, 

water and fencing. 

Cowslip planting was done, with ‘Butterfly Conservation’, to help improve 

prospects of Duke of Burgundy butterfly. Wild Thyme planting is planned 

to benefit the Large Blue. 

Landscape planting around Catbrain Quarry had progressed, following 

the Chairman’s assistance in amending the inappropriate scheme proposed 

by Stroud DC as a condition for a Planning Consent. 

Following a proposal from Peter Minnis, it was agreed that the group 

should fully support the work done and to be done. 

The Chairman advised the meeting of the offer by Meister Masonry of a  

‘bursary’ of £500 for ‘training’. He hopes to assure matched-funding for 

this and is obtaining quotes for training courses. 

Thanks were expressed to committee members.  

 
Acceptance of the Chairman’s report was proposed by Britta Koehler and 

seconded by David Little. 

 

Election of Officers and Committee 

David Allott said that he had offered to be Chairman at the AGM in 2005. 
He had done 8 years and wished to stand down. 

The Committee had previously suggested and agreed that there be the post 

of Vice-Chairman. 

Elected and Re-elected 

Chairman: David Allott  (to March 2014) 

                      David Bishop  (from March 2014): 

Vice-Chairman: David Allott (From March 2014) 

Treasurer and Secretary: David Little  



Terry Parker, Pauline Lillico, John Jukes,  

Terry Lockwood 

New members to committee: Joyce Barrus and Peter Llewellyn 

 

Acceptance of Election: Proposed by Simon Kirby. Seconded by Alan 

Simmons with all in favour.  

 

Any Other Business  

Rita Bishop asked if the group could ‘host’ (on a one off basis) a community 

lunch at the Croft Centre, in March 2014. All were in favour. 

David Allott suggested another challenge. Would there be interest in a 

team from PBCG to join the skittles league?  Volunteers? 

David Bishop suggested that many would agree that huge support and 

appreciation for David Allott’s work over the years was due. 

David B hopes that he can be a ‘Chairman’s Chairman’ and that David A 

can continue as ‘Chief Executive’ and Vice-Chairman. 

An offer was made by Derek Wakefield-Brown to attend a chainsaw 

training course. 

Richard Lewis, a member of ‘Stroud Valley Project, said that he is a trained 

chainsaw operator and may be able to offer more assistance. 

David A said he wished to promote the idea of PECAN, (on similar lines to 

USCAN in Upton-St-Leonards) as a  Painswick Environment Community 

Action Network,  for assistance with Painswick  PC with footpaths etc  

around the town. 

The Chairman made presentations to: 

Rita Bishop: A pink fork and a packet of firelighters. 

Polly Lillico: A packet of marshmallows. 

Simon Kirby: A tin of chipolata sausages. 

 
The AGM concluded. 

      -------- 

 Following the AGM, a very interesting and detailed presentation was 

given by John Heathcot, on“Old Gloucestershire Woodlands.” 

-How our woodlands evolved since the ice age 10,000 BC--Native and 
naturalised (i.e.non-native, eg brought by the Romans)) varieties--

Woodland management to forests, chase, park, warren--for wood,timber--

coppicing,pollarding-- Changes to the landscape of the Cotswold hills and 

local valleys and the Forest of Dean—Associated flora and fauna. 

 

 
 


